Thought I'd pass on this list of English (INKLISH) errors that are

~oretimes
hard to believe, but always amusing. My colleague her: at Penn State, Pat

Dunkel, sent this file to me and I think you all might enjoy it. If any of
you have accumulated such a listin your own language(s) of errors in

trans-
lation that non-natives make, please pass them on.

If anyone wants an explanation of any of these (i.e., why it's funny), let us
know and we'll do our best.
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I just received the following "signs"” of the spread of inklish:

In a Tokyo Hotel: Is forbitten to steal hotel towels please. If
you are not person to do such thing is please not to read notis.

In another Japanese hotel room: Please to bathe inside the tub.

- In a Bucharest hotel lobby: The lift is being fixed for the next
day. During that time we regret that you will be unbearable.

In a Leipzig elevator: Do not enter the lift backwards, and only
when lit up

In a Belgrade hotel elevator: To move the cabin, push button for
wishing floor. If the cabin should enter more persons, each one
should press 2 number of wishing floor. Driving is then going

alphabetically by national order.

In a Paris hotel elevator: Please leave your values at the front
desk.

‘In a hotel in Athens: Visitors are expected to complain at the
office between the hours of 9 and 11 A.M. daily.

In a Yugoslavian hotel: The flattening of underwear with pleasure
is the job of the chambermaid. _

Ina Iapanese hotel: You are invited l;n takc advantage of lh:
chambermaid.
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4 In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a Russian Orthodox
monastery: You are welcome to visit the cemetery where famous

Russian
and Soviet composers, artists, and writers are buried daily except

Thursday.

In an Austrian hotel catering to skiers: Not to perambulate the
corridors in the hours of repose in the boots of ascension.

On the menu of a Swiss restaurant;: Qur wines leave you nothing
to hope for.

On the menu of a Polish hotel: Salad a firm's own make; limpid
red beet soup with cheesy dumplings in the form of a finger; roasted
duck let loose; beef rashers beaten up in the country people's fashion.

In a Hong Kong supermarket: For your convenience, we recommend
courteous, efficient self-service.

Outside a Hong Kong tailor shop: Ladies may have a fit upstairs.

In a Rhodes tailor shop: ‘Order your summers suit. Because is big
rush we will execute customers in strict rotation.

Similarly, from the Soviet Weekly: There will be a Moscow Exhibition
of Aets by 15,000 Soviet Republic painters and sculptors. These
were executed over the past two years.

In an East African newspaper: A new swimming pool is rapidly taking
shape since the contractors have thrown in the bulk of their workers.

In a Vienna hotel: In case of fire, do your utmost to alarm the hotel
porter.

A sign posted in Germany's Black Forest: It is strictly forbidden

on our black forest camping site that people of different sex, for
instance, men and women, live together in one tent unless they are

married with each other for that purpose.

In a Zurich hotel: Because of the impropriety of entertaining guests
of the opposite sex in the bedroom, it is suggested that the lobby

be used for this purpose.

In an advertisement by a Hong Kong dentist: Teeth extracted by the
Jatest Methodists.



translated sentence from a Russian chess book: A lot of water
as been passed under the bridge since this variation has been played.

In a Rome laundry: Ladies, leave your clothes here and spend the
-afternoon having a good time.

In a Czechoslovakian tourist agency: Take one of our horse-driven
city tours -- we guarantee no miscarriages.

Advertisement for donkey rides in Thailand: Would you like to ride
on your own ass?

On the faucet in a Finnish washroom: To stop the drip, turn cock
to right.

In the window of a Swedish furrier: Fur coats made for ladies from
their own skin. '

On the box of a clockwork toy made in Hong Kong: Guaranteed to
work throughout its useful life.

Detour sign in Kyushi, Japan: Stop: Drive Sideways.
In 2 Swiss mountain inn: Special today - no ice cream

In a Bangkok temple: It is forbidden to enter a woman even a foreigner
if dressed as a man.

In a Tokyo bar: Special cocktails for the ladies with nuts.

In a Copenhagen airline ticket office: We take your bags and send
them in all directions.

On the dnnr'nf a Moscow hotel room: If this is your first visit
to the USSR, you are welcome to it.

In a Norwegian cocktail lounge: Ladies are requested not to have
children in the bar.

At a Budapest zoo: Please do not feed the animals. If you have
any suitable food, give it to the guard on duty.

In the office of a Roman doctor: Specialist in women and other
diseases.



In an Acapulco hotel: The manager has personally passed all the
water served here.

In a Tokyo shop: Our nylons cost more than common, but you'll find
they are best in the long run.

From a Japanese information booklet about using a hotel air
conditioner: Cooles and Heates: If you want just condition of warm

in your room, please control yourself.

From a brochure of a car rental firm in Tokyo: When passenger of
foot heave in sight, tootle the hom. Trumpet him melodiously at
first, but if he still obstacles your passage then tootle him with

vigor.

Two signs from a Majorcan shop entrance:
- English well talking.
- Here speeching American.



LAWS TELL WHY ALL GOES AWRY

Have you ever received 2 phone call the minute you stepped outside
and locked your door? Has the bus you were waiting for ever appeared
from behind a parked truck the instant you lit up a cigarette?

Certain astute individuals have noticed that such events are not
the exeeption but, rather, the rule. Men like Murphy, Peter and
Parkinson have made it their lifework to ferret cut the operating
principles ~ the laws -~ that govern the frustkating lives we
mortals live. Here iz a small sampling of these laws from ﬂrthur
Boochs "Hurphy g Law = and other Reasons why Things Go VWrong.'

18 unnatural laws

- MURPHY & LAW: If anything can go wrong, it will.
O0“TOOLE s COMMENTARY ON MURPHY s LAW: Murphy was an optimist.

- THE UNSFEAKABLE LAW As soon as you mention semething, if it“s good,
it goes away; if itE bad, it happens.

L - NONRECIPROCAIL TAWS OF EXPECTATIONS: Negative expectations yield
negative results.Positive expectations yield negative results.
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5 - HOWE s LAW: Every man has a scheme that will not work.

6 - ZYMURGY s FIRST LAW OF EVOLVING SYSTEMS DYNAMICS:
Once you open a can of worms, the only way te recan them,
is to use a larger can.

7 — ETORRE s OBSERVATION: The other line moves faster.

8 - SKINNER s CONSTANT (FLANNAGAN s FINAGLING FACTOR): That quantity
which, when multiplied by, divided by, added teo or subtracted
from the answer you get, gives you the answer you should have gotten.

9 = LAW OF SELECTIVE GRAVITY: An object will fall so as to do the most damage.

10 - GORDON s FIRST LAW: If a research project is not worth doing at all,
it is not worth doing well.

9A - JENNING s COROLLARY: The chance of the bread falling with the
buttered side down is directly proportional to the cost of the carpet.

11 - MAIER s LAW: If the facts do not conform to the theory,they must be
disposed of,

12 - HOARE s 1AW OF LARGE PROBLEMS: Inside every large problem is a small
problem struggling te get out.

13 - BOREN s FIRST LAW: When in doubt, mumble.
14 - THE GOLDEN RULE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES: Whoever has the gold makes the rules.

15 -~ BARTH s DISTINCTION: There are two types of people: Those who divide
people into two types, and those who don’t.

16 -~ SEGAL s LAW:A man with one wateh knows what time it is. 4 man with
two watches is never sure.

17 = NINETY-NINETY RULE OF PROJECT SCHEDULES: The first 90 percent
of the job takes 90 per cent of the time, and the last 10 per cent
takes the other 90 per cent.

18 = FARBER s FOURTH LAW: Necessity is the mother of strange bedfellows.
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Technical Glos saryx
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"It has long been known that..."

dbheh purity...."

""Mery high purity ..."
"Extremely high purity ...'
HSuper purity ... "

1

"... accidentally strained during
mounting. "'

" .. handled with extreme care
throughout the experiments. "

"The reactions were carried out
in the usual manner."

"It is clear that much additional
work will be required before a
complete understanding ..."

"Unfortunately, a quantitative

theory to account for these ef-
fects has not been formulated .. "

""The agreement with the predicted
curve is excellent.'

'1' - . gnﬂdl TI

", .. satisfactory."

1I‘ i fair. 1

""As good as could be expected
considering the approximations
made in the analysis.,"

"Three of the samples were chosen
for detailed study."

"Typical results are shown."

"The most reliable values are
those of Jones."

"It might be argued that .,."

"Correct within an order of mag-
nitude. "

"Well known."

"Obvious', "of course''.

"Thanks are due to John Smith

for assistance with the experi-
ments and to John Brown for valu-
able discussion."

I haven't bothered to look up the ori-
ginal reference.

. Composition unknown except for the

exaggerated claim of the suppliers

... dropped on the floor.
... not dropped on the floor.
You just try and repeat this,

I don't understand it.

Neither has anybody else.

Fair
Poor.

Doubtful.
Imaginary.

Non-existent.

The results on the others didn't
make sense and were ignored.

The best results are shown.

He was a student of mine.

I have such a good answer to this
objecticn that [ shall now raise it.

Wrong.

(i) I happen to know it; (ii) well
known to some of us.

(i) I was not the first to think of
it; (ii) I also thought of it inde-
pendently, I think.

Smith did the work and Brown ex-
plained what it meant.

-

x) In part extracted from W. McClimont, Shipbuilding and Shipping Rec.
91 (1958) 301 and C.D.Graham, Jun., Metal Progress, 71 (1957} 75.



